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Draft STATEMENT

CLECAT concerns on on the Removal of the EUR 150 Customs Duty De Minimis Threshold from July 2026 

CLECAT takes note of the ECOFIN decision of 12 December 2025 to remove the EUR 150 customs duty de minimis threshold through an accelerated transitional approach, including a temporary fixed customs duty of EUR 3 per line item on low-value consignments from July 2026.
While we recognise the policy objective of addressing the rapid growth of low-value e-commerce imports we would like to highlight that the consequences of the de minimis removal will extend beyond the express industry and B2C shipments.

Freight forwarders, customs agents and other logistics service providers will all face a sharp increase in declaration volumes and complexity, as the current implementation proposal foresees a potential shift from simplified H7 and IOSS-based flows towards H1 declarations for large volumes of low-value consignments. This will inevitably slow clearance, increase congestion at hubs and borders, and place additional strain on already stretched customs IT systems and operational resources across the Union for all types of traffic.

The current design of the transitional duty mechanism risks penalising compliant business models. Low-value consignments declared via IOSS using H7 may face a fixed EUR 3 duty per line item, while non-IOSS consignments declared via H1 may attract lower or even zero duty rates. This undermines the logic of simplified procedures, distorts the level playing field and encourages a move towards more complex declarations for low-risk goods, further slowing the system.

Eliminating the de minimis threshold alone will not resolve broader e-commerce challenges such as undervaluation, product safety issues and smuggling. These require coordinated enforcement across customs, market surveillance and consumer protection authorities, supported by risk-based controls and high-quality data at origin. Shifting administrative burdens onto compliant EU logistics operators does not address non-compliance at source.

The planned July 2026 implementation leaves very limited time for customs authorities and economic operators to adapt IT systems, processes and contracts and to recruit and train staff. Without verified IT readiness at national level, the increase in H1 declarations risks system instability, delays and disruption to legitimate trade.

CLECAT strongly underlines the need of structured and continuous consultation with trade when designing and implementing measures of this scale. Experience with the UCC Work Programme has shown that IT systems and legal requirements developed without sufficient input from business realities lead to costly redesigns, delays and operational friction. Repeating these mistakes in the context of e-commerce and low-value imports would risk embedding inefficiencies into the system at EU scale.
In addition, CLECAT stresses the importance of safeguarding compliant operators against disproportionate enforcement and compliance burdens. Measures intended to address non-compliance should be targeted at high-risk actors and business models, rather than shifting liability, administrative complexity or financial exposure onto traders and logistics operators acting in good faith and in accordance with EU rules. Where possible, responsibility for the payment of import duties should rest with e-commerce platforms, reflecting their central role in structuring transactions, setting prices and controlling data flows in cross-border e-commerce.

CLECAT calls for an implementation that is workable, proportionate and aligned with customs reform objectives, including:

· meaningful consultation with trade and logistics stakeholders throughout the design and rollout
· resolution of the H7 / H1 duty disparity to preserve simplified procedures for low-value consignments, including the extension of simplified procedures and the application of the EUR 3 duty to all shipments below EUR 150
· mandatory IT readiness assessments and contingency planning at national level, as well as realistic lead times for IT and operational adaptations

CLECAT supports the modernisation of EU customs and fairer treatment of e-commerce flows. However, without careful design, realistic timelines and genuine trade involvement, the removal of the customs duty de minimis risks slowing legitimate trade and affecting the entire logistics sector. CLECAT stands ready to engage constructively to ensure a solution that strengthens enforcement without undermining supply chain efficiency or EU competitiveness.
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