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                                                                                                             İstanbul, 13.02.2023                      

PRESS RELEASE – 2023

LOGISTICS PROVED VITAL IN TÜRKİYE DISASTER RESPONSE EFFORTS
The members of UTIKAD, Türkiye’s leading logistics association, began coordinating the distribution of humanitarian aid through the Disaster Coordination Board, which was set up by the association to aid relief efforts, after two significant earthquakes struck the Turkish city of Kahramanmaras on February 6.
Two earthquakes in the country's southeast with magnitudes 7.7 and 7.6 destroyed ten cities and had an impact on the lives of about fourteen million people across a wide area. 
On the very first day, UTIKAD acted swiftly to take the lead in organizing the delivery of aid to the area. Association members continue to run logistics operations around the clock to get international and domestic aid to the disaster area.
The Disaster Coordination Board was formed as a volunteer movement to address the logistical requirements of delivering aid to the disaster area. Volunteers continue to offer their logistical expertise through the board for the quick delivery of supplies, large equipment, rescue tools, and volunteers to aid in the efforts.
As a result of UTIKAD's quick communication with government agencies like the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, the Disaster and Emergency Management Authority, governorships, municipalities, and other NGOs, the volunteer members were easily informed of the logistics requirements.
While the immediate need to respond to the disaster caused road traffic to become congested, alternatives such as rail, Ro-Ro, and cargo aircrafts were quickly introduced and are now heavily used to deliver aid. Members of UTIKAD also coordinated the delivery of international rescue teams to the disaster area.
Through the tireless efforts of its members, UTIKAD is putting together a block train to transport aid items like mobile kitchens, container homes, and heating.
Members are still being informed of the facilitative actions being taken to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid from the neighboring countries to Türkiye. 
Numerous steps have been taken to simplify the delivery of aid in areas like vehicle permits and customs procedures.
Please email UTIKAD at utikad@utikad.org.tr if you would like more information or to learn about potential ways to help.



About UTIKAD;      
UTIKAD (Association of International Forwarding and Logistics Service Providers), established in 1986, represents road, air, sea, rail, combined transport and logistics service providers companies in Turkey and at international arena as the most important and active association in Turkish Logistics Industry. UTIKAD is the national representative of Turkey in FIATA (International Federation of Freight Forwarders Association) which is the largest non-governmental organization in the field of transportation and logistics in the world. Separately, UTİKAD is an observer member of European Association For Forwarding, Transport, Logistics and Customs Services (CLECAT), and founder member of ECO Logistics Providers Associations Federation (ECOLPAF).


www.utikad.org.tr
[image: ]

Uluslararası Taşımacılık ve Lojistik Hizmet Üretenleri Derneği
Association of International Forwarding and Logistics Service Providers
Tel: +90 212 663 08 85 / +90 530 960 84 24 Faks: +90 212 663 62 72
e-mail: utikad@utikad.org.tr  KEP Adresi: utikad.uluslararasi@hs01.kep.tr
Gayrettepe Mahallesi, Barbaros Bulvarı Dr. Orhan Birman İş Merkezi 
No: 149/6  Beşiktaş – 34349 – İstanbul - Türkiye

image1.emf

image2.emf

