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Introduction



Digitalisation & IT Topics

General topics

• General developments 

& upcoming technology

• Cybersecurity, data 

protection and privacy

• Authentication, 

Identification (e-

signatures & e-IDs)

• International standards 

(UN/CEFACT, WCO)

• IoT related topics 

(autonomous vehicles, 

smart/e-seals, etc)

• Availability of IT 

systems and fall-back 

procedures

• Service providers and 

community systems

EU IT projects

• eCustoms (40+ projects)

• Electronic Freight 

Transport Information 

(eFTI Regulation)

• Single Windows 

(Customs & Maritime)

• Phyto and Veterinary 

(IMSOC/TRACES)

• Cargo security (PLACI & 

ICS2)

• Rail interoperability 

(TAF/TSI)

• Other… 

Consignment notes

• e-CMR

• e-Air Waybill

• e-Bill of Lading

• e-CIM

• Etc..

Research & Innovation

• Alliance for Logistics 

Innovation through 

Collaboration (ALICE)

• Shared European Logistics 

Intelligent Information 

Space (SELIIS)

• CEF projects (Federated & 

Fenix)

• Other initiatives  



CLECAT Principles on Digitalisation

Data sovereignty is key

✓ Digitalisation is not a goal in itself – Increased efficiency should be 

the goal – digitalisation is a means to achieve that 

✓ The EU should act where they can (B2A & A2A) – Private Sector 

should deal with Business-to-Business

✓ Digitalisation of Documents is a wrong approach – instead focus 

should be on Electronic Exchange of Data 

✓ Re-use what already works – No needless IT changes & re-use of 

international standards

✓ Single / Central solutions form a Single Point of Failure -

Distributed & Federated networks are more future proof

✓ Ensure or even enforce harmonisation of data, processing & 

interfaces

✓ Technological Neutrality - the EU should refrain from picking and 

selecting solutions & technology



EU Data Strategy

530% 
increase of global 

data volume

65%
EU 

population 

with basic 

digital skills

€829 

billion
value of data 

economy

10.9 
million

data 

professionals in 

the EU

Projected Figures 2025

The EU is creating a single market for data where

✓ data can flow within the EU and across sectors, for the 

benefit of all

✓ European rules, in particular privacy and data 

protection, as well as competition law, are fully 

respected

✓ the rules for access and use of data are fair, practical 

and clear

The EU will become an attractive, secure and 

dynamic data economy by

✓ setting clear and fair rules on access and re-use of data

✓ investing in next generation standards, tools and 

infrastructures to store and process data

✓ joining forces in European cloud capacity

✓ pooling European data in key sectors, with EU-wide 

common and interoperable data spaces

✓ giving users rights, tools and skills to stay in full control 

of their data

A single market for data



Customs and trade in the Europe today

Most advanced Customs in the world

• Almost completely digitalised and automated

• Legislation already provides numerous simplifications

• Results can be seen every day 

• We can buy any kind of product at any moment

• Top 25 of World Bank Logistics Performance Index for customs full 

with EU countries

However, there are several challenges

• increased safety and security threats;

• increased trade barriers, 

• tax fraud and tax evasion; 

• food-, health- and environmental issues;

• and, despite all of this, a continuing general growth of international 

trade

New ways were needed to deal with this



Customs and trade in the EU today

In the meantime, trade in the Europe is changing fundamentally

• The VAT directive is being renewed (especially regarding 

international trade in goods)

• New legislation is being created for agricultural products (Official 

Controls Regulation)

• Several new trade agreements 

• But also more sanctions, other restrictions and export controls 

• Huge increase of eCommerce – Drastic changes in EU legislation

• Many other related initiatives often concerning digitalisation

• BREXIT

• COVID-19

• And, of course, the implementation of the UCC is still ongoing 

In all of these topics digitalisation plays a role



New systems, procedures and the 
EU Customs Data Model

Article 6 of the UCC: 

ALL exchanges of information, such as declarations, 

applications or decisions, between customs authorities and 

between economic operators and customs authorities, shall 

be made using electronic data-processing techniques

• More than 40 EU projects and updates of almost all 

national systems (eg import, export, transit)

• The end of the paper-based Single Administrative 

Document (SAD) and introduction of the EU Customs 

Data Model (EUCDM)

• New systems already introduced, others were updated

• Final implementation date 2023 and in some cases 2025



Projects and possibilities 
with significant importance

Centralised Clearance

• Lodge a customs declaration at customs office where 
established, for goods which are presented at another customs 
office in the EU

• Allows centralisation and integration of accounting, logistics and 
distribution functions

• Commission proposed a distributed / decentralised approach

• Specifications for phase 1 are ready, phase 2 started

• First implementation expected in 2021, but EU pilots already 
started with Customs Brokers/Freight Forwarders

Entry into the Declarants’ Records

• Provides possibility to lodge a customs declaration in your own 
records

• Possible in combination with Representation

• Also possibility for waiver of presentation to customs

• EU provides quite some opportunities, but you have to request 
them yourself



Projects and possibilities 
with significant importance

EU Advanced Cargo Information System 
(ICS2.0 – PLACI)

• Anti terrorism – “finding the bomb in the box” 

• Not “just an update of ICS1”. 

• Large role for freight forwarders foreseen

• Possibility of multiple filing; FF can file own 
(house) information 

• Shared EU Trader interface being developed

• All other wishes of CLECAT included so far

• First phase implementation March 2021, 
starting with post and express pre-loading 

• Air cargo “general” 2023 

• Road Rail and Maritime 2024



eFTI Regulation

EU Regulation on electronic Freight Transport Information



The DTLF and eFTI

Mandate of the DTLF Subgroup on Paperless Transport



The DTLF Work

Teams & Deliverables are linked to eFTI articles



The DTLF Organisation

Example of Pilot Project on Dangerous Goods
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